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impact of Terrorism 
eptember | 1" was indeed a strate- 
gically planned attack on the 


S United States. The intelligence 


gathering, planning, training, and finan- 
cial support and logistics of this attack were 
highly coordinated. As a result of these at- 
tacks, the world has changed its posture 
against terrorism. We are now targeting 
sleeper cells, cutting off financial support 
to these groups, and rounding up key sup- 
porters and leaders of their networks. 


All of this will surely make it harder for 
groups such as Al-Qa‘ida to communicate 
because of the angular targeting of their 
infrastructure, In my opinion and the opin- 
ton of many others this is good progress in 
the struggle against terrorism, But one must 
Consider the interim results, 


Knowing that we have ly dis- 
abled Al-Qa’ida's ability to conduct long 
term planning of strategic attacks, the ques- 
tion naturally arises; How will this effect 
their current operations? In my this 
will not stop attacks that were planned 
before 9/11, Those operatives and cells are 
always one step ahead of us, It is a proven 
fact that in most cases Al-Qa’ida plans their 
attacks well in advance, sometimes 2-3 
years in advance, A terrorist, whether do- 
mestically or internationally based, will 
always strike where we least expect them, 


A of Recent Terrorist Attacks 
against the United States 


19, 1995; The Alfred P. Murray fed- 
rae was hit with a truck bomb. 


This bombing opened our eyes to the threat 


eral building security was improved and 
certain types of fertilizer containing am- 
monium Nitrate were banned. So far this 
has been the most significant, or should | 
say horrific, domestic attack. 


June 26, 1996; The Khobar towers were 
hit with a truck bomb which consisted of 
explosives attached to a fuel truck. Subse- 
quent analysis resulted in restructuring of 
Force Protection measures and training 
throughout the Department of Defense. 


August 7, 1998; The U.S. embassies were 
bombed in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. 
Once again this resulted in threat aware- 
ness and improved security being imple- 
mented for U.S. interests overseas, 


October 12, 2000: The USS Cole was at- 
tacked in the Port of Aden. This clearly 
demonstrated the need to improve Force 
Protection. As a result, Port security was 
improved both home and abroad. 


You can see a pattern devel- 
Each time a terrorist 


oping. 
attack occurs, we harden the 
target type by using lessons 


learned. It is obvious we need 
to take a more proactive, uni- 
versal approach to security... 


September 11, 2001: The Pentagon and 
World Trade Center were struck from the 
ing used as missiles, The government tem- 

porarily grounded all aireraft and stationed 

the National Guard in the airports with 

empty weapons. Tarmac security is now 

being improved through a number of mea- 
sures, including the terminating of con- 
tracts with untrained, underpaid private 
security guards, Those guards are being 
replaced with federal airport screeners. 


You can see a pattern developing. Each 
time a terrorist attack occurs, we harden 


the target type by using lessons learned. It 
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but budgetary constraints seen to header 
this approach on all fronts. No one seem 
to value security until it is tow late 


The Potential Threat 


Defense contractors provide an integral 
element to our economy and National 
Security Infrastructure. Fear of terror 
ism has stricken different portions of the 
country: nuclear power plants, transpor- 
tation systems, financial institutions, 
computer networks, and water supplies 
to name a few. Other than shopping 
malls and large public gatherings, what 
targets are left? Domestically speaking 
Military Installations, the White House, 
Federal buildings and events such as the 
Olympics have so far been adequately 
protected, and will likely continue to 
be so. 


In theory, an attack on a defense con- 
tractor could prove to be very detrimen- 
tal. Moreover, methodically planned 
concurrent attacks on multiple contrac- 
tor facilities, could prove disastrous. 
The 1995 embassy bombings and the 
2001 Pentagon and WTC attacks have 
demonstrated that terrorists have the 
funding and coordination to carry out 
such concurrent attacks. 


Loss of human life would be only one 
aspect of a successful attack; Scientists, 
engineers and production crews would 
be in complete fear, crippling their abil- 
ity to work. These individuals provide 
all aspects of material to the govern- 
ment. They provide support of innova- 
tive technologies, software, fighter jets, 
ships, tanks, radar equipment and espe- 
cially precision guided missiles. To put 
it bluntly, the United States and its al- 
lies are totally dependent upon contrac- 
tors to fulfill their operational needs. 


Production could be impaired or even 
halted depending on the nature or scope 
of the attack. A halt on production would 
cause great damage to the U.S, especialll 
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